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General Meeting—Tuesday 1 November 8.00 p.m. Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room 


Speaker: Marilyn Hewish 

Topic: Deep Time in the Flinders Ranges 

The talk investigates the geological process that created the Flinders Ranges and the world-renowned ancient fossils of 
that area. Marilyn has been visiting this area over several decades. 


General Meeting—Tuesday 6 December 8.00 p.m. Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room 
Members night, including GFNC Life Membership award ceremony to Dr John Newman and a presentation by 
John. 


Afterwards we will share supper together so please bring a plate of something sweet or savory to share. 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 
Natasha Verspeek, Ocean Grove; Christine Rees, Queenscliff 


We wish them a long and happy association. 


Club Meetings and Excursions 


We plan to run a mixture of Zoom and Room for club meetings, taking into account where the speaker is based and 
the season: winter events will mainly be via Zoom. For General and Bird Group meetings at the Botanic Gardens the 
meeting room will be open by 7.30 p.m. so always feel free to come early for a chat, or maybe check out the Library, as 
we like to start the meetings at 8.00 p.m. 

For all meetings and excursions please do NOT attend if you are feeling unwell. 


Always check the club website, Facebook, or the email Newsletters for any last-minute changes to what may be listed 
in the Geelong Naturalist or the 2022 Program. 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 


oubmissions for the next magazine will be due on Monday 28 November. 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jpg—to the editor. 
The editor for the December edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Jane Morrow morrowjaneS5@gmail.com 


Useful Links 


Our website is www.gfnc.org.au. Anyone can visit, but if you wish to add observations you need to register. Just email 
info@gfnc.org.au and ask for a username and temporary password. 

The website calendar is kept up to date with upcoming activities, and now includes more information on events. 
www.gfnc.org.au/meetings/calendar-all/ 

Many of our Zoom meetings have been recorded and are available for viewing if you missed out. It can take a few 
weeks for them to be posted as they need to be edited. You can find them at https://www.dropbox.com/ 
sh/6ewnnoJi3]|su5w10/AABotwt9v6w-deaOZo5BItENTa?dl-OÓ 

Recent copies of our magazine and bird report are available from Trove. The Geelong Naturalist is at bit.ly/ 
Geelong Naturalist and the Geelong Bird Report is bit.ly/BirdReport 


We have a Facebook Page open to all www.facebook.com/geelongfnc and a Facebook Group open to club members 
to share things www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup Just visit and ask to join. 
Our Instagram account is www.instagram.com/geelongfieldnaturalists/ 


We get most newsletters and journals from other clubs electronically these days. They are all saved at bit.ly/ 
GENCJournals. The index to our Library is here bit.ly/GENCLibrary 


The front cover photo by Trevor Pescott shows an absolute forest of flowering Austral grass-trees Xanthorrhoea 
australis, literally thousands beside the Forrest-Barwon Downs Rd near Seven Bridges Rd. The area was subjected to a 
planned burn in autumn and the result is spectacular. The image was taken on 25/10/22. 


The back cover photos by John Newman show a Common Halfband Melangyna viridiceps being consumed by a 
oundew Drosera sp. The images were taken on 15/10/22 at Gherang. 


News from the Committee 


otions on Notice 

At the 1 November General meeting Barry Lingham 
will propose a motion that ‘Dr John Newman be awarded 
Life Membership of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club’. 


At the 6 December General meeting the Treasurer, Chris 
White, will move that ‘Annual Fees for Membership of the 
GFNC for the next year (2023) not be increased over 
2022 rates’. This has been discussed and is supported by 
the committee. 


GFNC Child Safe Policy 

At our October meeting the committee endorsed the 
GFNC Child Safe Policy, which Bernie Lingham and 
Naomi Wells have been working on for some time. The 
policy demonstrates the strong commitment of the GFNC 
to child safety. All children who participate in GFNC 
activities have the right to feel and be safe. We aim to 
create a child/family friendly environment where children 
are valued, feel safe, learn and have fun. We now move 
to an implementation phase of the policy and will be 
communicating exactly what this means to you all in 
coming months. All adult members have some 
responsibility here, but there are specific responsibilities 
for those who lead events. Naomi has agreed to take on 
the leadership role of Child Safety Officer. 


Bird Group excursions 
If anyone would like to assist with Bird Group event 
organisation, particularly excursion coordination, for 2023 


Graham Possingham, President 


and beyond please contact Craig Morley 
craigmorleyo@bigpond.com 


Club name tags 

A reminder that if you'd like a new style plastic name tag 
please contact Trevor Hodson, doctin ond.com. 
We are close to having enough orders for the first run. 


COVID vaccination requirements for inside events no 
longer apply 

In line with wider community changes, we have dropped 
the requirement for attendees at inside events to be 
vaccinated against COVID. However we ask that 
members do not attend club events if they are felling 
unwell, and continue to follow sensible personal hygiene 
measures. 


Club website review and redevelopment 

In 2023, a small team will start work on an update to our 
website. There are technical reasons that require some 
changes to be made to the suite of tools we use to build 
and maintain the site. This gives an opportunity to review 
both the content and look of the site, especially given that 
the website was set up when the Geelong Naturalist was 
print only; we did not use Facebook to share pictures and 
news; iNaturalist did not exist as a way to record 
observations and most usage was via PCs not mobile 
phones. This review and redevelopment will take some 
time though, to make sure we get it right. 


Testimonial supporting the nomination to award Dr. John Newman 
Life Membership of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club (GFNC) 


Contributions to the study of birds 

John Newman joined the GFNC in 1998. From the 
beginning John was a keen bird-watcher and contributor 
to Bird Group meetings and excursions. His many 
thousands of bird observations informed the Geelong Bird 
Report. Many of his observations provided valuable 
information from his semi-rural property in Wensleydale 
and the nearby Otway Ranges. He participated in the 
summer and winter Wader Counts, Hooded Plover 
Counts, Swift Parrot and Orange-bellied Parrot counts, 
plus Fairy Tern monitoring. He has been involved in snipe 
counts at Jerringot since the Latham s Snipe Project first 
commenced. 


After Margaret Cameron (GFNC Life Member) resigned 
as the coordinator of the Geelong region Wader Counts in 
2004, John took on that role which he has managed ever 
since. This involves quite an effort with surveys 
undertaken twice each year. The Count sites, personnel 
and collection and collation of results have to be arranged 
for numerous sites covering a wide area. John has been 
an effective leader of this project, going about the work 
with little fuss and maximum efficiency, bringing together 
a large team of wader counters. The vital survey data 


Marilyn Hewish and Barry Lingham 


results are delivered to the Australasian Wader Studies 
Group, a special interest group within BirdLife Australia, 
for incorporation into the ongoing Australia-wide project 
that is focused upon research and conservation. 


When significant population declines among shorebird 
populations were recognised, a project within the BirdLife 
ohorebirds 2020 project was created to assess whether 
intense surveying could detect population changes more 
quickly. John worked with BirdLife in a logistical support 
role to help muster more volunteer observers for the five 
extra counts per season for three seasons. John also 
undertook many of the surveys himself. 


oince 2012, John has worked with Craig Morley and 
others to select and analyse interesting or unusual 
records of local birds for the monthly summary of GFNC 
bird observations in the Geelong Naturalist. The articles 
provide an ongoing commentary on the current 
news-worthy happenings from the observations of our 
members. 


John has been visiting Jerringot regularly since he began 
his involvement at the club, completing more than 120 
eBird lists for Jerringot and around 50 Birdata survey 
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records. Deakin University Waurn Ponds Campus is 
another favoured spot with 77 eBird lists. 


John's visits to Jerringot also involve regular rubbish 
pick-ups around the main ponds, pathways and birdhide 
through the year, as well as at the annual Clean Up 
Australia Day event. John is looking forward to continuing 
his ongoing involvement at Jerringot into the future. 


Contributions to conservation 

In 2012, news arrived of a plan to subdivide part of the 
Moolap Saltworks into hundreds of residential blocks. 
Industrial development of the Avalon Saltworks that 
would lead to degradation of that saline wetland was also 
planned. From his role as Wader Count Coordinator, 
John knew how valuable the saltworks habitats were for 
local wader populations and he had access to the GFNC 
wader count data from over 40 years to demonstrate this. 


John has been an active member of the GFNC 
Conservation Subcommittee, acting as minutes secretary 
for many years. The threats to the saltworks led to the 
formation of a dedicated subgroup from within the GFNC 
Conservation Subcommittee that campaigned to save the 
saltworks. John has been chairperson of the Moolap 
subgroup since it first formed. John and Craig Morley 
were key drivers of the extensive GFNC campaign, 
working to protect this important habitat for Geelong's 
birdlife by preparing submissions, creating public 
information releases and presenting detailed information 
at hearings. The successful campaign to prevent 
development of the saltworks has an effect way beyond 
the borders of the Geelong region, as the Moolap 
saltworks is a major destination site used by thousands of 
migratory waders which breed in the northern hemisphere 
summer. 


In recent years, the proposed widening of the Barwon 
Heads Road threatened to have an impact on the 
Jerringot wetlands and the Latham's Snipe that 
congregate at Jerringot during spring and summer. John 
worked closely with Rod Lowther and other GFNC 
members in discussions with the road planners, 
proposing methods to optimise ecological outcomes and 
to protect the habitat of the snipe. This resulted in 
significant changes being made to the original road works 
plan to better protect the Jerringot wetlands. Disturbance 
was minimised by restricting construction to periods when 
the snipe were absent. 


Other natural history contributions 

John has travelled widely outside the Geelong region, 
recording a wide range of Australian fauna. He shared 
details of a quick-fire birding trip he made to south-west 
WA with Trevor Lumb in a talk to the Bird Group. During 
this talk John conveyed an understanding of the birds and 
the country, showing his acute powers of observation and 
love of nature in general. Many interesting GFNC 
excursions to sites such as Jerringot, Gum Flats, 
Brisbane Ranges and Wensleydale have been ably led 
by John. The Great Robin Hunt of June 2012 was led by 
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John with great success. He has given a variety of 
informative and interesting presentations to the Bird 
Group meetings on topics such as Australasian Pipits, the 
Finches of Geelong, Birds increasing in population and 
distribution, Striated Pardalotes, Birds of the Northern 
Territory and Identifying subspecies Grey Fantails. These 
activities allowed John to pass on some of his extensive 
knowledge to fellow GFNC members. 


Around 2008, John and Marilyn Hewish developed an 
interest in butterflies at about the same time. Marilyn 
remembers searching for butterflies in the Otways 
together. John continued with this hobby and he is now 
an authority on the butterflies of the Geelong region. 
Through diligent research and exploration, he has tracked 
down and recorded local butterflies that are rarely 
reported or new to this district. 


John has reported several rare species on the GFNC 
website and in iNaturalist in the last few years and 
contributed articles about some of these species to the 
Geelong Naturalist. His 5/8 records of 33 local butterfly 
species include the Rayed Blue at the You Yangs, 
Broad-margined Azure at the You Yangs, Dark-purple 
Azure at Gherang and Solanders Brown scattered 
throughout the Otways. The excellent photographs he 
has added to iNaturalist are evidence of his patience and 
photographic skills. John may wait for hours to capture a 
clear photo of a rare species fluttering high above in the 
treetops. He has photographed 65 butterfly species in 
Victoria to date. 


John's interests have broadened over the last few years. 
Beyond the allure of butterflies, John's passion is now 
shared by a fascination with dragonflies and damselflies. 
Also, like many natural history devotees, his enthusiasm 
for Victorian terrestrial orchids has led him to search our 
region and photograph these amazing flowers. He now 
has records on the iNaturalist website from many 
branches of natural history, supported by his excellent 
photos that provide evidence of his finds and contribute to 
knowledge and public education. 


In John's many endeavours for the club, he has always 
been a strong collaborator, using his skills to bring people 
together to share ideas. He prefers to work among 
like-minded people, encouraging the use of the wide 
range of skills and knowledge among GFNC members to 
promote education and conservation. His busy 
professional life as a medical general practitioner has not 
stopped John's ongoing commitments to the GFNC 
where his many endeavours have benefitted the club, the 
local environment and the flora and fauna of the region. 
He is a well-respected quiet achiever whose positive 
influence within the GFNC and beyond has been 
significant. 


We believe John Newman's achievements ably fulfil the 
requirements for Life Membership of the Geelong Field 
Naturalists club and we recommend his nomination to 
members. 


GFNC Conservation Subcommittee report 


t its 23 August 2022 meeting the Conservation 
Subcommittee reviewed a range of projects and 
activities. This report also includes further updates that 
have occurred since the meeting. 


The wide range of participation and valuable input from 
club members who review activities has resulted in our 
voices being heard, with positive conservation and 
environmental outcomes. This contribution of time and 
effort is greatly appreciated. In particular, Barry Lingham 
coordinated and led a significant task to provide input to 
the Distinctive Areas and Landscapes (DAL) reviews for 
the Surf Coast and Bellarine. GFNC involvement in this 
process is summarised below. 


Ongoing Issues 


Coastal and Marine Management Plan (CMMP) 
2020—25 

- Barwon Coast: the Plan received ministerial approval. 

- Southern Bellarine: closed for public comment on 7 
August. The Plan is now finalised and is due to be 
presented to the City of Greater Geelong (CoGG) Council 
at the end of October. 

- Corio Bay: this CMMP is the next plan to be produced. 


Barwon Heads Roadworks 

This was proceeding according to schedule when Major 
Road Projects Victoria personnel conducted a site visit 
with GFNC members in mid-September. Work close to 
Jerringot was planned to conclude before the annual 
return of Latham's Snipe. 


CoGG Biodiversity Strategy Technical Advisory 
Group 

This group will generate information and ideas to 
influence the draft CoGG Biodiversity Strategy that is due 
for release in 2023. CoGG is creating a State of 
Geelong's Nature Report to inform the strategy. The plan 
is to divide the area into six regions, each of which will 
have detailed biodiversity strategies developed. Ihe 
starting point has been to map current baseline 
biodiversity. The Bellarine region has been selected as 
the first to have a biodiversity strategy developed, with 
the South East Bellarine Project having already 
undertaken much of the preliminary work. GFNC fauna 
data (eBird, Geelong Bird Report information, iNaturalist, 
Victorian Biodiversity Atlas) have been used to help 
develop base-line information on key species. Some 
GFNC web observations have been forwarded to assist 
with gaps in frogs and reptile observations. Ongoing 
project. 


Update on the two local DAL reviews 

Surf Coast DAL: the DAL Standing Advisory Committee 
(DALSAC) developed a report recommending urban 
development of Spring Creek. The Victorian Planning 
Minister rejected the recommendation and ruled that no 
urban expansion would take place in Spring Creek. 


Bellarine DAL: after an extensive hearing, the Bellarine 
DALSAC completed its report, recommending against 


Chris White 


Protected Boundaries on Bellarine townships. However, 
the government accepted advice from Dept of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP), 
council and community groups (including the GFNC) and 
ruled that Protected Boundaries are needed to protect the 
environment, landscape values and culture of the 
Bellarine. The final Statement of Planning Policy has now 
been sent to CoGG and other responsible public entities 
for ratification. 


Moolap Wetlands update 

An online session (with Geelong Environment Council 
and Birdlife) was held in April regarding the preparation of 
the Moolap Wetlands and former Saltworks Management 
Masterplan. Given that this was supposed to begin in 
2019, we were surprised that this process is only getting 
underway now. A tender has been let for development of 
the plan. Progress is unsatisfactory. GFNC will continue 
pressing for a quicker process. 


Fyansford motorcycle track 

There has been no legal action from CoGG, Corangamite 
Catchment Management Authority (CCMA) and the 
Environment Protection Authority Victoria in following up 
the illegal works undertaken in the river plain area. The 
GFNC believe that the laws must be enforced. The area 
has now been rezoned as part of the new Urban Growth 
Zone. 


Other items 


Viva Gas Plant at Corio: no further action. GFNC will 
continue to provide information on flora and fauna to 
groups opposed to the development. 


Grassy Eucalypt Woodlands Project (CCMA): 

now part of the Victorian Volcanic Plains Project that 
includes grassland habitats. Some new landholders have 
become involved and several community engagements 
are planned. Planning integrates with DELWP Linear 
Reserves project, Golden Plains Shire and Landcare 
projects. 


Recent local issues 


CCMA Community Engagement Network 

This new group will provide a forum for information 
exchange. The GFNC already has representatives on 
many CCMA projects and strong connections within the 
organisation. 


Extension of Ramsar wetlands submissions 

The GFNC submitted a detailed response to the 
proposed extension of the current Port Phillip Bay and 
Bellarine Peninsula Ramsar site by the inclusion of 11 
new wetland areas. The most significant were the 
Moolap/Pt Henry site and the Lonsdale Lakes zone which 
includes Lake Victoria. The process for inclusion is 
detailed and may take some time. We were contacted by 
the Save the Karaaf group with the option to join a 
combined community group that will lobby state 
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politicians to support proposed inclusions of new Ramsar 
wetlands and more funding. 


Barwon River Planning 
There are currently several projects underway: 


Barwon River through Geelong—proposed changes 
by CCMA to Barwon River use in the Geelong area 
The future opening up of river traffic once the old sewer 
aqueduct section over the river is demolished will lead to 
new river traffic regulations. There was concern about 
environmental impact from power boats utilising the river. 


Barwon River Flagship Waterway project (CCMA): 
Upper Barwon area 
The CCMA is partnering with Barwon Water and Upper 


Barwon Landcare Network to work with landholders and 
the community to improve the health of the water and 
riparian land in the east and west branches of the 
Barwon. 


Kitjarra-dja-bul Bullarto langi-ut initiative survey 
(Barwon River Parklands) 

This is a major project that will inflnence developments 
and usage along large sections of local waterways. A 
masterplan will be created for the Barwon and Moorabool 
Rivers through Geelong. Community members can input 
their general opinions via the website https:// 


ccma.vic.gov.au/projects/barwon-river-parklands/ 


eBird Global BIG day 
8 October 2022 


A very good day dawned with favourable weather for 
getting out, enjoying and recording our birds. Sites 
visited in our region included Reedy Lake, Moolap 
Saltworks, Eastern Park, Limeburners Point, the You 
Yangs, Dans Reserve and Rice Reserve, Hospital 
Swamp, Blue Rocks, Lake Lorne and some areas out to 
the west of our region, including Barunah Plains and 
Winchelsea. Parts of the Otway Ranges and Anglesea 
were also enjoyed. Some highlights included a Marsh 
Sandpiper and Sharp-tailed Sandpiper at Moolap, a 
Rufous Whistler in Eastern Park, a solitary Australasian 
Shoveler and three Black-fronted Dotterels at 
Bannockburn water treatment ponds, Brolgas with two 
eggs, way out west and a White-winged Triller at Dans 
Reserve. 


More than 15 GFNC members were amongst a total of 
869 birders across Australia and a wonderful 34 670 who 
submitted a total of 82 814 checklists across the world! In 
the Greater Geelong Local Government Area 147 species 
were recorded with 286 across Victoria, 552 across 
Australia and a staggering /449 species across the world. 


Craig Morley for the Bird Group 


Thank you to all who joined in and enjoyed the day. 
oincere thanks to Andrew Isles Natural History Books 
who very kindly donated several books to our club. 5ome 
of these will be won by GFNC eBird Global BIG day 
participants who will be chosen at random! 


Please follow these links to learn more about what was 
observed and recorded: 


Greater Geelong: https://ebird.org/region/AU-VIC-GGE? 
yr-BIGDAY 2022b&m=&rank=lrec 


Victoria: https://ebird.org/region/AU-VIC? 
yr-BIGDAY 2022b&m=&rank=lrec 


Australia: https://ebird.org/region/AU? 
yr-BIGDAY 2022b&m=&rank=lrec 


The World: https://ebird.org/australia/news/october-big- 
day-2022-results 


The next eBird Global BIG day will be Saturday 13 May 
2023. 


Grey Shrikethrush nest with four eggs found in a hanging pot plant outside the back door. Pot is sheltered under a roof, and 
contains ferns. The nest is well hidden and had not been found until today (10/10/22), although the bird had been seen in 


plants in a bed also under the roof. Observed by Kristen Cook. 
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Photos: Wendy Cook 


Excursion report—Brisbane Ranges National Park (BRNP) 
25 September 2022 


t had been almost exactly three years since the club's 

last general excursion to Butchers Rd within the BRNP. 
On our previous visit (15 September 2019), we explored 
the area via a circuit walk starting at Orchid Track off 
Butchers Rd, and then proceeding along Tea Tree Track 
from its junction with Orchid Track until it met Butchers 
Rd. In the report from that excursion, we noted that a 
‘walk along stretches of Butchers Rd in spring is well 
worthwhile’ (Lingham 2019 p. 7). Our recent visit again 
confirmed that view as we explored the roadside 
vegetation along Butchers Rd between points 2.3 km and 
2.5 km from Steiglitz Road. 


It's well-known that field naturalists move slowly when 
observing plants and rarely cover a lot of territory (it 
requires patience to spot the plants and time to share and 
discuss sightings). It was certainly the case on this 
excursion as we carefully made our way along the road 
stopping frequently to investigate and discuss the many 
interesting heathland plants we saw—the majority of 
which were in flower. 


It was a perfect time to enjoy the spectacular yellow-show 
put on by wattles growing in this zone, including 
Gold-dust Wattle Acacia acinacea, Rough Wattle A. 
aspera and Mitchells Wattle A. mitchellii. The Golden 
Grevillea Grevillea chrysophaea added other tones of 
golden-yellow. 


With eyes down and looking a little more closely at 
ground-level roadside vegetation, we appreciated and 
recorded 16 species of orchids, including the widespread 
Wax-lip Orchids Glossodia major, Leopard Orchids Diuris 
pardina and Dusky Fingers Caladenia fuscata. lt was a 
little more challenging to find Pink Fingers Caladenia 
carnea and Pygmy Caladenia Caladenia pusilla but a few 
specimens of each species were noted. Blue Fingers 


Bernie Lingham 


Cyanicula caerulea were more easily observed with their 
blue-coloured ‘fingers’ standing out amongst the spring 
greens and yellows. 


Several patches of Mayfly orchid Acianthus caudatus 
were flowering well, as were Dwarf Greenhoods 
Pterostylis nana, Nodding Greenhoods P. nutans and the 
occasional small groups of Trim Greenhoods P. 
concinna. 


After a quick lunch on-site, some of the group moved on 
to Bert Boardman Recreation Reserve in Steiglitz where 
we spent an hour or two exploring the vegetation 
bordering the picnic area. Additional plants of particular 
interest here included another five species of wattles; 
flowering Red Beak orchids Pyrorchis nigricans and one 
open Small Spider-orchid Caladenia parva; mauve 
flowered Dense Mint-bush Prostanthera decussata; and 
three members of the Pultenaea genus—Large-leaf 
Bitter-pea P. daphnoides, Scented Bush-pea 

P. graveolens and Golden Bush-pea P. gunnii subsp. 
tuberculata. 


Mid-afternoon, four members of our group stayed on to 
assist the Friends of Brisbane Ranges host a guided tour 
of the area for a small busload of delegates attending the 
fth Global Botanic Gardens Congress (see Wendy 
Cook's article below). The tour was a great way to finish a 
busy day of exploration and enjoyment of this special 
area of the BRNP. 


Reference: 

Lingham, B. K. and Lingham B. M. (2019) Excursion 
report—Brisbane Ranges National Park', Geelong 
Naturalist, vol. 55, no. 6, pp. 7-9. 


Global Congress visits Steiglitz 


he excitement began way back in February when 

Friends of Brisbane Ranges received a phone call 
from John Arnott, Manager Horticulture at Royal Botanic 
Gardens Cranbourne. The 7th Global Botanic Gardens 
Congress was to be held in Melbourne at the end of 
oeptember. John was organising tours for the Congress 
to showcase Victoria's botanic gardens, plants and 
culture. One tour was to visit Ballarat Botanic Gardens. 
On the way home, he hoped that they could explore the 
wildflowers of Brisbane Ranges, with the Friends as local 
guides. After discussions and Zoom meetings, a site was 
selected—Bert Boardman Recreation Reserve at 
oteiglitz, which is always a great place to see spring 
wildflowers. The long drop toilets were to be part of the 
cultural experience! 


Wendy Cook 


John and his colleague, Chris, came to Steiglitz and we 
walked the route that we proposed for the Congress 
delegates. There were few wildflowers to be seen, but 
standing on a narrow track surrounded by stringybarks, 
grass-trees and sunshine, John was delighted with our 
selection. Loraine and Shelley from Williamstown Botanic 
Gardens were chosen to be the leaders of the bus tour 
which was to visit Ballarat Botanic Gardens, Lambley 
Gardens and Nursery, and Steiglitz. Two weeks before 
the tour, we met them at Steiglitz. They are delightful 
ladies who loved the location. They are horticulturalists 
and not familiar with our wildflowers, but are keen to 
learn. 


Finally, on Sunday September 25, the big day arrived. It 
was perfect, no rain, no wind and lovely sunshine. After 
lunch, six members of Friends of Brisbane Ranges and 
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four members of Geelong Field Naturalists Club met at plants, as well as other topics such as koalas, and the 


Bert Boardman Recreation Reserve, enjoyed the dieback caused by Phytophthora cinnamomi that ts killing 
wildflowers, then assembled to meet the bus. As well as our beautiful grass-trees. Countless photos were taken of 
Loraine and Shelley, there were 19 delegates from the flowers, especially the orchids, but also the delicate 
Congress. Most were from other parts of Australia, a few leaves of sundews with their sticky hairs for catching 
were from Melbourne, and a few from overseas. insects. When the walk was over, everyone had enjoyed 


the day. Before returning to the bus for a trip back to 


After an Acknowledgement of Country and a short talk Melbourne, one delegate was heard to say ‘We saved the 


outlining the history of Steiglitz and the Brisbane Ranges, 


i 

we introduced them to our wildflowers. The walk took a pest til last". 

long time as tiny orchids were found and wattles, peas, 

heaths and other flowers were examined and admired. 

There were many questions about the trees and smaller Published in Meredith and District News, October 2022. 
Plant List A 


Incidental list of plants observed at Butchers Rd, Steiglitz 


Monocots-orchids | Monocots—monorhids | 
Cytosyisremfoms —  JmatOrhd J | SSS 
Durisparns — 3  -eoprdOhid — |  — O 
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Plersyisnans — 3 DwafGrenhod — | ^ oOo 
Plersisnuans NoddmgGreenood — | O= O=O | — 
Pyrorchis nigricans —  RedBeads ——— |  — | O 
Theymiraanenníora —  Rabbkeas (O | 


Dcos O [S 
Acacia pycnantha [Golden Watte Kennedia prostrate 
Kunzea 

utton Everlasting 


u 
j 
Cryptandra tomentosa rickly Cryptandra ultenaea humilis Dwarf Bush-pea 
Dillwynia sericea owy Parrot-pea Pultenaea scabra Rough Bush-pea 
e 
D 


B 
C P 
Craspedia variabiis [Common Billy-button 
P P 
Sh - 
| 


| | 
ommon Correa latylobium obtusangulum Common Flat-pea 
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Plant List B 
Additional incidental list of plants observed at Bert Boardman Reserve, Steiglitz 


Scientific Name Common Name [Scientific Name 
Monocots-orchids |  Mlonocots—non orchids — el 
Caladenia parva omall Spider Orchid Luzula meridionalis Common Wood-rush 


Acaciaaculealissma —— [Thindeaf Wattle Eucalyptus viminalis Manna Gum 


Dillwynia ramosissima Bushy Parrot-pea Prostanthera decussata Dense Mint-bush 


Drosera glanduligera ocarlet Sundew Pultenaea daphnoides Large-leaf Bitter-pea 


Eucalyptus macrorhyncha [Red Stingybark | |] oo 


NOTE: * introduced/naturalised species 


‘Plague skink’ 


Trevor Pescott 


hile we are all too aware of the fauna that has 
come into Australia and become environmental or 


The Delicate Skink is not found in the Geelong district but 
occurs in the coastal regions from Cairns in Queensland 


agricultural pests, we seem unaware of the opposite 
case. 


Our niece lives in Wellington, New Zealand, and 
occasionally sends information about the local wildlife. 
The latest is a leaflet Look out for Lizards which lists the 
various species found in the Wellington region. 


While it is certainly a long way from a warm climate, there 
are 14 species recorded from the area, including six 
geckos and eight skinks. Not yet found around 
Wellington, but increasing its spread elsewhere in New 
Zealand, is what they call the ‘Plague Skink’. We know it 
far better as the Delicate Skink Lampropholis delicata, a 
close relative of the very common Garden Skink. 


— = , 


Delicate Skink Lampropholis delicata 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 


to Port Phillip, then in a few spots in Western Victoria, 
eastern South Australia and eastern Tasmania. 


Like several other pest species now found in New 
Zealand, it is believed the skinks ‘hitched’ a ride in timber, 
or some other materials, imported from Sydney or some 
other east coast port. They are also in Hawaii where they 
have caused a serious decline in the native reptile 
Species. 


Delicate Skinks breed more quickly than the native 
species of skinks, often laying eggs in spring and again in 
late summer. By contrast the New Zealand species breed 
once each year, and in some species, they don't breed 
until they are five years old. 


They are not predatory of course—the problem they 
cause Is simply because they breed quickly and with 
increased population they are able to out-compete the 
native species for food and habitat use. 


NOTE: | have used the common names from Reptiles of 
Victoria (Peter Robertson and A. John Coventry) rather 
than those in Reptiles and Amphibians of Australia 
(Harold G.Cogger). 
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Excursion report—Teesdale Timber Reserve 
10 October 2022 


Broad-leaf Stinkweed Opercularia ovata 


Photo: Lorraine Phelan 


Introduction 

The Teesdale Timber Reserve is an isolated remnant 
grassy woodland managed by the Ballarat Environment 
Network (BEN). Access is from the Shelford-Meredith 
Road via a 1.2 km track that is closed to the public. The 
reserve was originally set aside as a wood resource for 
the local area. 


Our examination of the 21 ha site revealed sections of 
Manna Gum, River Red Gum and Black Sheoak along 
with some plantings of exotic trees. Some grassland 
zones with only a few scattered trees contain a wide 
range of indigenous grasses and wildflowers. Motor 
cycles and other vehicles caused damage to the site prior 
to the access road being closed to the public several 
years ago. The damage has now been remediated with 
planting of indigenous species. 


About Ballarat Environment Network 

The BEN organisation was formed in 1993 as an initiative 
arising from the 1991 Ballarat Region Conservation 
Strategy. The Strategy identified the need for an umbrella 
organisation for the many environment and 
conservation-focused groups that existed in the Ballarat 
region. The region where BEN is active is a broad area of 
central and southern Victoria that stretches from Ararat in 
the west to Bacchus Marsh in the east and from Avoca 
and Daylesford in the north to Bannockburn and Colac in 
the south. 


BEN key functions include promoting improved 
environmental outcomes, raising public awareness and 
providing a community voice on environmental and 
conservation matters. Since 2003, BEN has taken on the 
role of land manager at more than 50 Crown land 
reserves within their area, working with local volunteer 
groups to provide training and expertise in environmental 
management. Many of these reserves were too small to 
come under Parks Victoria management or were reserves 
previously run by volunteer management committees, 
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Barry and Bernie Lingham 


Probable Golden Moth orchid Diuns chryseopsis 


Photo: Bernie Lingham 


such as the Bannockburn Bush which is now managed by 
BEN. In the future, BEN plans to retain its current identity 
but partner with a larger environmental philanthropic 
organisation to leverage resources and expertise (BEN 
2022 Annual General Meeting presentation). 


The BEN reserves can be found by visiting the mapping 
site below and opening the Administrative Boundaries tab 


http://www.vvb.org.au/vvb map.php 


The GFNC visit on 10 October 2022 

Prior to our visit we were fortunate to have access to a 
plant species list for the site compiled in January 1991 by 
visiting botanist Neville Scarlett. This informative and 
handy recourse was published in the Geelong Naturalist 
(vol 27. no 4. Autumn 1991). 


On the day of our visit, 12 club members walked along 
the access track, noting plants of interest along the way, 
including native grass species plus Common Everlasting 
Chrysocephalum apiculatum. Several mature River Red 
Gums grew alongside the track. On arrival at the site, we 
spread out to begin investigation of the plants, mosses 
and ferns present. We were soon recording and 
photographing the flora, as well as discussing 
identifications. An early-flowering blue Sun Orchid 
Thelymitra sp. posed many problems. It had been 
partially eaten and the flower was deformed and had 
grown only a few centimetres above ground. 


The sighting of several orchids in the Golden Moth group 
Diuris created interest and we were pleased to find 
extensive small patches of these pretty flowers. There are 
several species of yellow Golden Moth type orchids that 
are very similar and we were not familiar with the key 
diagnostic features that separate other members of this 
genus from the common species Diuris chryseopsis. In 
spite of intense research at the Plant Group meeting the 
following evening, we are yet to determine if we observed 
more than one species. As usual, grasses and rushes 


created identification problems. Using the combined monogyna. Unfortunately, one of the species we 
knowledge of group members, we were able to name observed was the introduced South African Orchid Disa 
some species with others requiring further research. bracteata that has spread throughout the region in recent 
years. Some members carefully removed many of these 
plants and accompanying double tubers. However, there 
were too many to remove all of them. 


Eventually we passed out of the wooded area into an 
open grassland section that contained numerous 
flowering herbaceous plants. Many Sun Orchids 


Thelymitra sp. were in bud but warmer weather was Our available time passed quickly, so we pledged to 
needed to encourage these to open and reveal their return to the site soon to survey sections we did not cover 
identity. Other plants of note included a single specimen and to identify the orchids, rushes and grasses that have 


yet to flower. Our thanks to the BEN team for authorising 


of Feather-heads Ptilotus macrocephalus, Curved | 
club access to the site. 


Rice-Flower Pimelea curviflora, Broad-leaved Stinkweed 
Opercularia ovata and Creamy Candles Stackhousia 


Teesdale Timber Reserve Plant List 10 Oct 2022 


Trees and shrubs 

Acacia paradoa Ewabpuscamadenis O 
Awdaimper wapusWmmdis 0| 0000000000 
Tt Pee eee 0 | 
Bamaga TT Pior ooo o] 
Boe CSR E f | 


Herbaceous species 
Dicots (cont.) 


* Aira cupaniana Acaena echinata Oxalis sp. 


“Ena fares decumbens var ams | 
Beohar photo  DWedempm SSS 
Geranium sp. Pseudocrossidium crinitum 
"Romulearosea = Hypericum gramineum Liverworts 

memor Komeda posas ome 
Weüus. — — memo | 


NOTE: * introduced/naturalised species 
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October fauna report 


bservations: just a few mammals this month, 
although as always they are of interest, particularly the 
echidna with a ring stuck over its beak. 


Platypus: on 30 September at 7.00 a.m. one was seen 
twice in the Barwon River between the Red Gum Island 
footbridge and the confluence of the Moorabool River 
during a Water Watch exercise (per HSc). 


Short-beaked Echidna: one was observed trying to cross 
the main road in Bannockburn on 10 October (GP,JPo) and 
on 16 October one was photographed at Inverleigh. This 
individual had what appeared to be a rubber or plastic ring 
firmly around its ‘beak’, and there was slight swelling on 
both sides of the ring (SKr). 


j a | 
| , d | 
/ M DENS Y "- B i ] - 
T 3 “ah i y 
\ ex Y t D» VITRES S ; 
~ TE MA - PG ATSU Mh w 
z y : 
A í E LEA Mi en M ) La 
= ie rar rh 4 Tate S : 
A : - bar 
i. ANT : 
Ay ES à 
\ 


ra wet | rA Se DE 2 : 
-" $0305? * LiT in M E 


Photo: Susan Kruss 


Common Brushtail Possum: two—an adult female with a 
half-grown young on her back—were seen in a mature 
owamp Gum in a rural garden with sheds and a windbreak 
of cypresses and eucalypts at 9.30 p.m. on 25 September 
(WCo). 


Common Ringtail Possum: at 9.30 p.m. one was noted on 
power-lines in Forfar Road, Hamlyn Heights (SKr). 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo: two large individuals crossed the 
oteiglitz-Anakie Road at 8.45 a.m. on 25 September (SKr). 
On 30 September two were foraging on The Sands, 
Torquay adjacent to the Kaaraf Wetlands boundary. On 8 
October there were five including a large male, lying on the 
short rough between 11th and 17th fairways. They were still 
there the next day (GGt). 


Swamp Wallaby: at 9.30 a.m. on 1 October one was noted 
feeding on the mown area beside the Forrest-Barwon 
Downs Road near Seven Bridges Road (TP). 


Following on from the observations recorded in the Fauna 
Report last month, one final note from Coogoorah Park, 
Anglesea: on 28 September a strong chorus of calls from 
Southern Brown Tree Frogs, Eastern Banjo Frogs and 
Common Eastern Froglets was heard from both sides of 
the access road (GGt). 


Southern Brown Tree Frog: on 27 September one heard 
calling at 9.30 p.m. in Highton (SKr). Many were heard 
calling from a flooded wetland in Rhinds Road, Ocean 
Grove on 15 October (TP). 


Eastern Banjo Frog: heard calling from a dam east of the 
Colac-Forrest Road, Gerangamete at 3.45 p.m. on 23 
september (DAp) and on 15 October one was heard at 
Rhinds Road, Ocean Grove (TP). 
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Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 


Growling Grass Frog: heard calling from a dam east of the 
Colac-Forrest Road, Gerangamete at 3.45 p.m. on 23 
oeptember (DAp). 


Reptiles are becoming more obvious with several 
interesting observations of Common Copperheads. 


Jacky Lizard: since the first sighting at The Sands, 
Torquay on 13 September, the number of individuals has 
increased to the latest count of eight on 8 October. Most 
have been sun-basking on the ground, although one was 
on a branch about 2.5 m above the ground (GGt). 


Eastern Three-lined Skink: one under a tile at our survey 
site in the north-west corner of the Bannockburn Bush 
Reserve on 4 October (HSc, TP). 


Pale-flecked Garden Sun-skink: 10 under tiles at our 
survey site in the north-west corner of the Bannockburn 
Bush Reserve on 4 October (HSc, TP) 


Weasel Skink: one found on the asphalt path beside 
Waurn Ponds Creek between the Surf Coast Highway and 
Cobbin Homestead on 8 October (GP). 


Blotched Blue-tongued Lizard: one observed at the 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve on 14 October, basking in 
the grassland in morning sunshine after heavy rain on the 
previous day (BL,PSu). 


Eastern Blue-tongued Lizard: at The Sands, Torquay on 
29 September one that was seen sun-basking returned to a 
rock crevice when disturbed; on 1 October two were 
basking together—they retreated together into a hole under 
a large boulder. Then on 15 October one was noted at the 
entrance to a crevice in a rock wall (GGt). 


Lowland Copperhead: on 29 September a large individual 
about 1.25 m long was found curled up near a golf course 
pond at The Sands, Torquay; when approached it raised it 
body in a ‘strike pose’ in an aggressive or defensive 
manner. Another was seen basking at the edge of a pond 
on 1 October. Again at The Sands, on 7 October a large 
individual was observed eating a small one that was about 
30 cm long (GGt). On 14 October one, dark brown above 
with reddish-copper lateral stripes, was noted basking in the 
morning sunshine in the grassland area of the Ocean Grove 
Nature Reserve (BL,PSu). On 17 October the remains of 
one were found near the Arts Complex, Spring Creek, 
Torquay (GSt). 


Tiger Snake: one was seen swimming in flood water at the 
edge of the Barwon River at Highton on 15 October; it came 
ashore and disappeared in long grass. The same individual, 
or perhaps another, was seen later further downstream at 
the water's edge (CFr). 


Observers: 

BL, Barry Lingham; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; DAp, Dale 
Appleton; GGt, Geoff Gates; GP, Graham Possingham; 
GSt, Graeme Stockton; HSc, Helen Schofield; JPo, Jenny 
Possingham; PSu, Peter Sullivan; SKr, Susan Kruss; TP, 
Trevor Pescott; WCo Wendy Cook. 


Fauna survey report—Spring Creek, Torquay 
6-9 October 2022 


ntroduction 

This is the second fauna survey carried out at the site. 
On the previous occasion (12—14 January 2022) the 
survey produced, in addition to nine Swamp Rats, three 
House Mice and three Black Rats. The main purpose of 
the surveys has been to search for any Antechinus 
species that occur here, but so far none has been found. 
The property supports an active arts community, and we 
are grateful for their support for our use of the area. 


Weather 

Generally cold with temperatures in the 7—18"C range, 
with some overnight showers and a moderate south-west 
wind. 


Method 

Two lines each of 20 small Elliott traps were set down. 
The first (1—20) was on the outer margin of a cleared area 
where timber, rocks and other materials used by the 
artists had accumulated over many years. The area Is 
now overgrown with grasses and weeds. It was in this 
area the body of an Antechinus had been found and we 
are keen to determine if other individuals can be found to 
confirm the species. The second line (21—40) was set in 
the creek valley where a canopy of Manna and Bellarine 
Yellow Gums shades some bracken, Prickly Moses and 
Black Wattles, reeds in the creek and various woody 
weeds. 


Results 
07.10.22: trap 1-Swamp Rat wt 104 g 
trap 5- Swamp Rat wt 105 g 
08.10.22: trap 8- Swamp Rat wt not noted 
trap 12—Swamp Rat wt 118 g 
09.10.22: trap 3-Swamp Rat wt not noted 


trap 6—Swamp Rat wt 123 g, male 
trap 11-—Swamp Rat wt not noted 


Bird List 


Galah 2 


oulphur-crested Cockatoo 12 | Australian Magpie 
ene i ee 


Rainbow Lorikeet 2 
Superb Fairywren 
Red Wattlebird 


New Holland Honeyeater fil 
White-naped Honeyeater 
EI Grey Shrikethrush Red-browed Finch =| 


Trevor Pescott for Fauna Group 


Mammals 

Common Ringtail Possum: on 6 October, when setting 
the traps in the creek valley, we disturbed three young 
possums from a mass of fallen branches and leaves at 
the base of a yellow gum. 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo: there were a total of 95 
kangaroos in a paddock on the opposite side of the creek 
on 7 October. 

Swamp Rat: seven caught in the first line and one 
observed running along a hollow log near the creek. 
European Rabbit: one seen on 9 October near the creek. 


Reptiles, frogs 

None observed during the survey, but the remains of a 
snake, probably a Lowland Copperhead, was later found 
in the area. 


Birds 

See Bird List below. The flowering eucalypts had 
attracted the wattlebirds, and their raucous calling was a 
delight in the cool and damp weather that prevailed for 
the weekend. 


Invertebrates 
There was very little invertebrate activity noted, perhaps 
because of the cold, wet weather. 


Permits 

The survey was carried out under the conditions of our 
WSIAEC project approval 38.21, DELWP permit 
100010270 and SPFL 20072. 


Thanks 

Our thanks to the management of the arts community for 
allowing access to the property and to Graeme Stockton 
for arranging contact with the management. 


Willie Wagtail 
Little Raven 2 
1 
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— 
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Next fauna survey 


Bambra bushland 


With a weekend activity involving overnight camping scheduled for the third weekend in November, with travel costs 
and accommodation involved, it seems sensible to carry out the next fauna survey closer to Geelong. We have 
attempted a return to Bambra on several occasions earlier this year, thwarted each time by weather. So this month let’s 


try again. 


Thursday 10 November 1.00 p.m.: meet at the Bambra hall/tennis courts to set out Elliotts. 
Friday 11 to Sunday 13 November 8.00 a.m.: meet at the Bambra hall/tennis courts to check traps. 


We will decide on the Thursday which area/s we investigate as there are several options. It will depend on the weather 
and the condition of access tracks which may have been damaged by the recent wet weather. 


Note: please contact me on ppescott@qmail.com if you plan to attend so | can advise of any changes. 


Next month: it seems appropriate to check the Yaugher areas that were fuel-reduction burnt in the autumn for any 
recovery of the small mammal populations. So set aside Thursday 11 December to Sunday 13 December for the 
Yaugher survey. As was the case previously we can ‘camp: at our house (2210 Forrest-Birregurra Road). 


Spending time with a wonderful advocate for the shorebirds 


RQ scent a group of Bellarine Peninsula birders spent 
a very pleasant morning with Milly Formby sharing 
some of the spots along our coast. Milly is flying a 
microlight anti-clockwise around coastal mainland 
Australia. She started at White Gum Farm near Perth in 
June 2022 aiming to raise awareness about the plight of 
shorebirds in the East Asia—Australasia Flyway. We 
caught up with Milly as she spent a few days on the 
Bellarine Peninsula at the end of flight leg 17 from 
Warrnambool to Barwon Heads. This current flight around 
Australia is a preparation for the next big adventure 
—following the migration path of species such as the 
Red-necked Stint from Australia to Siberia. 


You can learn more about Milly's amazing quest, perhaps 
adding sponsorship, by following this link 


http://wingthreads.com 


Martin Griffith, Carole O'Neill (BirdLife Bellarine), George 
Appleby and | (GFNC) were able to share some of our 
shorebirds, both local and long-distance migrants, with 
Milly. Highlights were two Pacific Golden Plovers, a lone 


Craig Morley 


Bar-tailed Godwit, a Hooded Plover with several 
Red-capped Plovers and three Sooty Oystercatchers 
at Blue Rocks. An almost adult White-bellied Sea-Eagle 
which came into view circling several times directly 
overhead, providing wonderful views and adding an 
additional wonderful dimension to the morning as we 
walked towards the beach at Blue Rocks! We also 
enjoyed an Australian Pied Oystercatcher and a Sooty 
Oystercatcher on the Barwon Estuary. 


We most sincerely wish Milly safe, exciting and successful 
travels! 


With thanks to Barry Lingham for the initial contact. 


Here are our lists: 

Barwon Estuary 
https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S 120678629 
Thirteenth Beach Look-out 
https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S 120678698 
Blue Rocks 
https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S 1206787 17 


Milly landing at Barwon Heads 10/10/2022 
Photo: Martin Griffith 
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Left to right (back): George Appleby, Martin Griffith, Craig 
Morley; (front) Carole O'Neill, Milly Formby. Barwon Heads 
10/10/2022 


Photo: Milly Formby/Craig Morley 


Rainbow Lorikeets in the Geelong region 


Pat 


Richard Alcorn 


Rainbow Lorikeet at Lake Colac, April 2014 


FQ ainbow Lorikeets /richoglossus moluccanus were 
present in the Geelong district in the mid-nineteenth 
century but for reasons unknown, although undoubtedly 
connected with European settlement, they soon 
disappeared. The last record of the nineteenth century 
was made in 1887 when ‘a good number of these birds’ 
was seen feeding in an orchard in Highton (Belcher 1914 
p. 171). 


To the delight of many, these vibrantly coloured lorikeets 
returned to the suburbs of Geelong in the 1970s (Pescott 


oT). “aos eS ee | Se 
Y^ 


Photo: Adam Fry 


1983 p. 101) and have since spread throughout the 
Geelong region (see Map ibe This parallels a similar 
disappearance from Melbourne in the late nineteenth 
century and subsequent return with an explosion in 
numbers in the 1980s (Loyn and Menkhorst 2011). 
Numbers of Rainbow Lorikeets have increased 
dramatically in Colac over the past two decades (Davies 
and Fry 2019 p. 56). The Rainbow Lorikeet is now one of 
the 20 most frequently recorded species in eBird in the 
Geelong region. 


Map 1: Locations where Rainbow Lorikeets were observed in the Geelong region over the 


period 2017—2021 (eBird) 


Notes: ' For the purposes of this report the Geelong region is defined as the local government areas of Greater 
Geelong, Queenscliff, Surf Coast, Colac-Otway, Corangamite, Golden Plains, Moorabool, Melton and Wyndham. 
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An examination of Map 1 would suggest that Rainbow 
Lorikeets prefer urban areas in the Geelong region. To 
test this, | divided the Geelong region into a grid of 0.1 x 
0.1 degree cells (approximately 11 km north-south x 9 km 
east-west) aligned on 0.1 degree lines of latitude and 
longitude. Cells straddling the borders of the region were 
included. By visually examining Google Earth, each cell 
was Classified as urban or not—an urban cell being one 
that contained a town (including very small towns of just 
one street), suburb or part thereof. Of the 192 cells in the 
Geelong region, /4 were classified as urban and 118 as 
non-urban. 


Based on eBird data for the period 2017—2021, the 
frequency with which Rainbow Lorikeets were recorded 
on complete eBird checklists was calculated for each 

cell ^. Checklists of less than five minutes duration were 
omitted on the basis of insufficient effort. Cells with fewer 
than five checklists were discarded as these were likely to 
show a wide variation in frequency of reporting due to 
small sample size. 


The mean frequency with which Rainbow Lorikeets were 
recorded on checklists for urban cells was 0.144 + 0.192, 
and for non-urban cells 0.017 + 0.063. This is a highly 
significant difference (p « 0.00001)? and confirms that 
Rainbow Lorikeets are very strongly associated with 
urban areas in the Geelong region. 


Rainbow Lorikeets mainly eat nectar and pollen from the 
flowers of trees and shrubs, predominately eucalyptus, 
callistemon, banksia and melaleuca, and also the fruits 
and seeds of a wide range of native and introduced 
plants (Higgins 1999 p. 200). To find out what Rainbow 
Lorikeets might be feeding on in the Geelong region, | 
examined all photographs in eBird and iNaturalist over 
the period 2017—2021 that showed Rainbow Lorikeets 
actively feeding and classified the food items by plant 
type. Eucalypt blossom was the most frequently recorded 
food item, with the remaining food being the flowers and 
fruits of a range of other trees and shrubs. 


Eucalyptus sp. flowers 


fruit 4 


Peruvian Pepper Tree Schinus molle 


Apple/pear 


flowers 


call LN 
1 


Fruit tree 


Callistemon sp. flowers 


Grevillea sp. flowers 


Weeping Willow Salix babylonica 


Table 1: Rainbow Lorikeet food plants based on all photographs in 
eBird (Greater Geelong local government area) and iNaturalist (Greater 
Geelong bounding box) for the period 2017/—2021 that showed Rainbow 
Lorikeets actively feeding 


a 


26/4/2024 Photo: John Beckwonh: 


25/4/2020 Photo: John Beckworth 


Notes: ^ A complete checklist is a list of all birds identified by the observer on one day at one location. 
* Excel for Microsoft 365 two-sided TTEST function for two samples of unequal variance. 
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However, the presence of eucalypts alone is insufficient 
to explain the preference of Rainbow Lorikeets for urban 
areas. A survey of shelterbelts planted along roadsides in 
the Ombersley district (Alcorn 2022 p. 8 Map 2) in 
September 2022 found that the majority (by length) were 
composed of eucalypts, with the remainder comprising 
cypress, pine and ash (Fraxinus sp.). No Rainbow 
Lorikeets were recorded in eBird in this district over the 
period 2017—2021. Similarly, eucalypts are the dominant 
trees in native forests in the Geelong region, yet Rainbow 
Lorikeets are rarely found in these forests away from 
urban areas. 


So why are Rainbow Lorikeets so tightly bound to urban 
areas? The widespread planting of native species in 
parks and gardens across the country, especially 
large-flowered Myrtaceae and Proteaceae, which 
commenced in earnest in the 1960s (the Australian 
Growers of Australian Plants association was formed in 
1957), combined with the rich array of other flowering 
trees and shrubs found in urban areas, is probably 
sufficient to explain the return of Rainbow Lorikeets to the 
region in the 1970s and the subsequent increase in 
population size. The restaurants are better in town. 


The urban areas of the Geelong region continue to 
expand, and the future of the Rainbow Lorikeet in the 
region seems secure. 


Online. Traini 


scar E R soin uiii 
two years in November, we undertake a survey of 
Hooded Plovers to get an idea of their population! 


If you're keen to participate in the biennial count 
and help a threatened species — pencil in the 
weekend of 19-20'^ November in your diaries. 


In preparation for the count, we're running an 
online training workshop where we will go through 
how to ID the birds, tracks, and plants, record 
sightings and share survey tips! 


For more information please contact: 


bnb.count@birdlife.org.au 


This project is supported by the Glenelg Hopkins CMA and delivered by BirdLife 
Australia, through funding from the Australian Government's National 
Landcare 


Program 
uu fi. Glenelg Hopkins -4 

| landcare wa CCo» co >. > birdlife 
ALS TR ALI 


Hooded Plover Biennial Count 2022. 
s \Workshor 
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October invertebrates report 


his report covers the period 20 September to 14 

October. Some good weather earlier in the reporting 
period enabled observers to get out into the bush before 
the rainstorms developed in mid-October. 


The GFNC Invertebrates Collection now holds almost 

20 000 observations recording over 2000 species. In this 
reporting period, club members added a further 232 
records. 


As we are in mid-spring, many flowering plants are on 
display and | have elected to list those observations 
where there is an invertebrate species seen on a flower. 


| WCC 


Alleculini Tribe 


Comb-clawed 
Darkling Beetle 


Pollanisus 
viridipulverulenta 


oatin-green 
Forester 


Melangyna 
viridiceps 


Common 
Halfband 


12/10/2022 Meredith Darkling Beetle family is one of the 
most diverse of this Order. These 
beetles feed on both living and dead 
vegetation. 

oweat Bee Lasioglossum sp. | 10/10/2022 Teesdale The largest of the Bee genera and while 

most species nest in the ground, some 
species can show a degree of social 
behaviour. 

9/10/2022 Bannockburn | A diurnal moth. Adults feed on flowers. 
Females lay eggs on the flowers, with 
larvae feeding on both the flowers and 
leaves of the host plant. 

Rayed Blue Candalides heathi | 8/10/2022 You Yangs Numbers of this butterfly species peak 

flowering periods of many heathland 
olants. 


8/10/2022 Highton These hoverflies can be quite numerous 
in the garden and their emergence is a 
sign of early spring. The adults are 
pollen and nectar feeders, while their 
larvae feed on aphids. 


Rod Lowther 


Therefore, most of the species recorded in the highlight 
summary could be considered pollinators. Many of these 
species rely on the flower's nectar as a food source while 
some other species are seeking out the pollinators as 
their source of food. 


Here is the link to the highlighted species. The 
identifications may be subject to changes as these 
observations are further reviewed by taxa experts 
https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/observations ?d1=2022-09- 
20&place_id=any&popular&project_id=gfnc-invertebrates- 


collection&verifiable=any 


Geometer Moth Dichromodes 3/10/2022 Anglesea Another springtime species, this moth is | MAI 
ainaria Heath common in coastal heathlands. 


Green 
Grass-Dart 


Ocybadistes 
walkeri sothis 


3/10/2022 Belmont 


Blotched Blue 3/10/2022 Females lay eggs on flowers. 


Adults feed on nectar and can be quite RLw 
common when weather improves. They 

will stay around native grass areas 

where eggs will be laid. 


Yellow Admiral Vanessa itea 1/10/2022 Geelong Common species seen here feeding DIy 
Botanic and sunning on Buddleja salviflora in 
Gardens the central garden area. 


Imperial Jezebel | Delias harpalyce 1/10/2022 


Grass Lynx 
opider 


Velvet Ant 


Dasymutillini 


Potter and 
Mason Wasps 
oubfamily 


Sciaroidea 
Superfamily 


Fungus Gnat 
and Gall Midges 


Geelong 
Botanic 
Gardens 


Oxyopes sp. 28/10/2022 Geelong 
Botanic 
Gardens 


Paralastor sp. 21/09/2022 Indented 
Heads 


29/09/2022 otelglitz May be looking for a location to lay its 
eggs on short-lived plant. Larvae 
generally feed on dead plant material 
and fungi. 


Photo taken same day and on same 
plant as Yellow Admiral observation 
above. 


Lynx spiders are great ambush 
predators. 


Mud nest wasps feed on a range of 
flowers. The female will paralyse 
spiders etc. taking them back into the 
nest where she lays an egg on them. 
When the eggs hatch they have a meal 
waiting. 


28/09/2022 Ocean Grove | This attractive wasp feeds on nectar. BML 
Tribe Females have a defensive stinger which 
also helps when planting its eggs into 
other invertebrates. 
Ph 


Thynnid Flower | Thynnidae 25/09/2022 Steiglitz These wasps hunt ground-dwelling 
Wasp Famil beetle larvae to lay their eggs. 
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Bee Parasitizing | Labium sp. 25/09/2022 Steiglitz Large attractive parasitic wasp with a 
Wasp ground-nesting bee as their target. 


Darkling Beetle Tenebrionidae 25/09/2022 oteiglitz A member of the Comb-clawed Darkling | SKr 
Family Beetle Tribe, likely to be Atoichus 
bicolour which is common to the area. 


Malachite Beetle | Dicranolaius 22/09/2022 Brisbane A soft-winged flower beetle predacious 
cinctus Ranges on any other small insects around 


flowering plants. 


Plasterer Bee Trichocolletes sp. | 22/09/2022 Brisbane So called as they plaster the walls of GP 
Ranges their nest with secretions which dry like 
a cellophane lining. Many individual 
bees were seen on Comesperma 
volubile. 
Plasterer Bee Neopasishaeinae | 20/09/2022 Sutherland Another Plasterer Bee. These TP 
Subfamily Creek short-tongued bees specialise on the 
nectar and pollen of myrtaceous plants 
such as Eucalyptus. 


7 
mm 


Tribe Alleculini 


y 


Dichromodes ainaria Green Grass-Dart , Blotched Blue 


Common Halfband 
Research Grade VERE r — GCM 2:4 


Imperial Jezebel 


- 
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— 
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~ 


Bee Parasitizing Wasps - 


Genus Paralastor Fungus Gnats and Gall ... Thynnid Flower Wasps 
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Atoichus bicolor =" | Genus THichocollates | Subfamily Neninetilise.. Ls 
Thanks to the following members who submitted Currently there are 50 GFNC club members registered 
observations during this reporting period: with the Invertebrates Collection. 
BL, Barry Lingham; BML, Bernie Lingham; DE, Deborah References: 
Evans; DFa, David Flanagan; DI y, David Tytherleigh; Atlas of Living Australia https://www.ala.org.au/ data and 
GGt, Geoff Gates; GP, Graham Possingham; HSc, Helen taxonomic classifications 
Schofield; JN, John Newman; LPh, Lorrain Phelan; MAI, Farrow, R. (2018) /nsects of South-Eastern Australia: an 
Margaret Alcorn; NW, Naomi Wells; PCr, Pete Crowcroft; ecological and behavioural guide. CSIRO Publishing, 
RLw, Rod Lowther; SKr, Susan Kruss; TP, Trevor Clayton South, Victoria. 
Pescott; WCC, Wendy and Colin Cook. iNaturalist https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/ data and 


taxonomic classifications 
Zborowski, P. and Story, R. (2017) Field Guide to Insects 
in Australia, 4th edn. New Holland Publishing. 


Note: the GFNC Invertebrates Project is a member only 
project. For your observations to be included, you must 
Join the Project. This can be done when you enter your 
iNaturalist account. You need only register once. 
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identification 


rv | 
worksho p workshop at 
Lake Mode- 
At the seasonal wetlands of Lake warre 
Modewarre When: Sunday 
| November 6 
Can you tell the difference between Serrat- a 
ed Tussock and the native small tussock What Hme-10- 
grass? 1pm with lunch 
Do you know what precious native grasses provided 
and plants are around the Modewarre , Where: Meet at 
| | > the Waltons Rd, 
Moriac area and possibly on your land: 
Buckley carpark 
Would you like to see what Lake Mode- at 10am (near 
warre is like and experience the birds and the clubrooms) 
frogs and native flora and fauna at the 
Lake? 


Bookings at Eventbrite ASAP (lunch provided ) hts 
Pana eye & com aulehnalive- TN. "T cles tific atycu or kchon-te ket: 


, - 
à HHT f 
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October butterfly report 
Valda Dedman 


O ctober has been the month for many species to be will be watching out for increased numbers over the 
observed. The first (and only) Common Brown but coming months. 
several Forest Browns. It does not seem there will be a 


large number of migrating Caper Whites this year. Butterflies don't always successfully pupate. Wendy Cook 


returned to the site where she had watched an Imperial 


There are still plenty of Imperial Jezebels about but no Jezebel emerge. The two half-emerging had not changed 
Spotted Jezebels. There have been reports of five and are presumed dead. 
different blue species. 

Observers: 
Great was the excitement at the Botanic Gardens on 1 CMo, Craig Morley; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GGt, Geoff 
October when Karyn Brown spotted no less than three Gates; GP, Graham Possingham; JN, John Newman; 
Macleay's Swallowtails hill topping over the flowering JPo, Jenny Possingham: KBr, Karyn Brown; RLw, Rod 
Buddleia. We wonder if they may have bred in the Lowther; T Fl, Tom Fletcher; 1 Za, Troy Zanker. 


gardens after arriving last year. Karyn, David and Troy 
Gardens sunning around Buddleia. KBr 
6/10/22 Geelong Botanic One seen at 4.00 p.m.; very 
above canopy of shrubs. 
Green Grass-dart 3/10/22 Belmont — . One ^ —» — 
ad lada] LR RR 
Grove 
Gardens KBr 
crimson-flowered Salvia. 
Lm mmm [o [mme 
McLeans Hwy 
LC [mew [mere me emm e 
area 
I I i. MEINEN... C i NN 


Imperial Jezebel 20/9/22 Queenscliff marina One. Picked up off the 
asphalt pavement under the 
tower; barely alive. 


1/10/22 Painkalac dam walk At least 15 scattered along 
Aireys Inlet dam walk but mostly around 
using eucalypts, thistle and 
Golden Wattle. 
1/10/22 Geelong Botanic Two hill topping, sunning DTy, TZa, 
located Buddleja salvifolia. 
RIE [SteesQueenei — | and bushes. | 
otreets Queenscliff and bushes. 
16/10/22 | Anglesea Two on roadside vegetation | JN, DTy 
area. 
18/10/22 Kardinia Park, main At least four, possibly many 
Stadium more, flitting about inside 
main stadium. 
— ee ANN 
vegetation all morning. 


Forest Brown 15/10/22 | Gherang Three separate butterflies 
seen, amazingly small 
compared to other browns; 
mostly sunning on leaf litter 
in heathy woodland. 


F022 eggs Creek GP. IPs 


17/10/22 | Wensleydale Three single females in 
heathy woodland mid- 
afternoon; sunny; at least 
one already looking worn. 


22/9/22 Fairmont Rd Newtown One; flitting through garden. 


= 
Zz 


J 


O 
O 
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Australian Painted Lady 22/9/22 Brisbane Ranges GP, JPo 


29/9/22 Verner St East Geelong | One; in flight and sunning on | DTy 
pink and white flowers in 
garden. 


Gardens Buddleja salvifolia. KBr 
[ feno YouYangs |TwoonroadioBigRock | JN,DTy — — 
CMo 


Yellow Admiral 22/9/22 Fairmont Rd Newtown One at Westringia flowers. |CMo | 
TFI 


23/9/22 Woodlands Estate One; checked flowering 
Ocean Grove plants very quickly but 
moved on. 
25/10/22 | Highton One sunning itself JN 
mid-afternoon. 
29/9/22 Deal Ave Jan Juc One sunning itself on path. 


a Geelong Botanic Three feeding and sunning 
Gardens on flowering Buddleja KBr 
salvifolia. 
O ë ë a | Fairmont Ra Newtown [oe  ž |CMo 
to Big Rock. 
10.00 p.m. one in garden. 
sunshine mid-afternoon. 
spike. 


Chequered Copper 18/10/22 Highton One; a beautiful fresh 
specimen in the ‘usual’ site 
in suburban Highton, still 
hanging on. Bright sun, 2.30 
p.m. 


Bright Copper 16/10/22 | Moggs Creek One; Sweet Bursaria (host GP, JPo 
plant) nearby. 


Varied Dusky-blue 22/9/22 Brisbane Ranges GP, JPo 


1/10/22 Aireys Inlet At least four beautiful crisp 
specimens in heathy 
woodland in full sun late 
morning. 


16/10/22 Three together on Pimelea JN, DTy 
on roadside grassed area. 


Rayed Blue 8/10/22 You Yangs Five separate butterflies JN, DTy 
seen mid-afternoon in 
sunshine all associated with 
host food plant Prostanthera 
nivea Snowy Mint-bush. 
ocattered over several 
hundred meters of habitat. 
Long-tailed Pea-blue 19/10/22 | Blue Rocks access track | One frequenting trackside JN 
Connewarre vegetation in bright sun, 
12.00 p.m. 


19/10/22 Barwon Heads Bluff One very tatty specimen and | JN, DTy 
one crisp specimen in 
vegetation at The Bluff, 
approx 11.00 a.m. in 
sunshine. 


sunny; crisp plumage. 
^ 
Chequered Copper. 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


JN 
N 


J 


c 
Pad 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 
Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are tax- 
deductible. 
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Excursion report—Moggs Creek 
16 October 2022 


t was a small group that set out towards the lookout. 

There was lots to see and the highlights included the 
number of orchid species we found—especially the just 
opened Common Bird Orchids with their flowers looking 
like young birds with mouths wide open. The White 
Fingers stood out clearly against the recently burnt 
section of the walk. 


We were thrilled to observe a Bright Copper butterfly 
which settled quietly, allowing us a good look. Nearby we 
found the host plant Bursaria spinosa confirming our 
observation. Several other butterflies were seen including 
Yellow Admiral and Forest Brown. 


A number of interesting fungi were seen including Spring 


Polypore growing on a fallen ironbark in the burnt section. 


There was Bracket fungi, Slime Mould and even a tiny 
red Mycena sp. 


The birds were calling, and we were pleased to hear and 
see two Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos which stopped 
briefly nearby. The bird list totalled 32. 


Bright Copper butterfly, upper wing and under wing 


Bird List 


Count 


Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo | 1 {Spotted Pardalote 7 


1 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 


Fan-tailed Cuckoo 


Laughing Kookaburra 


Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 2 


Gang-gang Cockatoo 


Sulphur-crested Cockatoo | 10 Golden Whistler 


Rufous Whistler 


Australian Magpie 
| 12 Pied Currawong 
1 


Crimson Rosella 5 


White-throated Treecreeper 


Superb Fairywren 


Eastern Spinebill 


Yellow-faced Honeyeater 2 


Red Wattlebird 


New Holland Honeyeater EE E 


Striated Pardalote 


White-browed Scrubwren 
Brown Thornbill 
Black-faced Cuckooshrike 
Grey Shrikethrush 


Grey Fantail 


Eastern Yellow Robin 


Welcome Swallow 


ollvereye 


Alison Watson 


After the recently burnt area we delighted in the swaths of 
flowering Prickly Moses, Large-leaf Bush-pea and Snowy 
Daisy bush; a lovely patch of healthy Grass-trees and lots 
of Cypress Daisy-bush was emerging. We enjoyed the 
views at the lookout from the lighthouse to Lorne and the 
massed heathland flowers as we headed down the hill. At 
the Friends of Moggs Creek seat, presented for 25 years 
of partnership with Parks Victoria, we found a lovely 
bunch of almost open Salmon Sun Orchids. 


We walked back along a small track above the creek and 
through private property which supports walker access, 
where we found several tiny plants in a wet depression 
including Swamp Mazus and Slender Speedwell. Back in 
the park we found another patch of Bird Orchids and 
some more sun Orchids in bud. After lunch back in the 
shelter of the trees at the picnic ground and enjoying the 
birdlife, we made a short stop on Forest Rd to admire 
many orchids and other spring flowers flowering well after 
last year's burn. 


Photos: Graham Possingham 


White-eared Honeyeater | 11 (Common Starling 2 
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Moggs Creek Plant list 16 October 2022 


LILY IRIS GRASS-TREE | 1 à à ;DREHIDS EN 
Burchardia umbellata Milkmaids Acianthus caudatus Mayfly Orchid 
Dianella brevicaulis Coast Flax-lily Caladeniacamea —— ink Fingers 


Lomandra filiformis subsp. filiformis  \Wattle Mat-rush Caladenia catenata White Fingers 
Patersonia fragilis Purple-flag, Short Caladenia tentaculata Mantis Orchid 


Xanthorrhoea australis Austral Grass-tree Caladenia transitoria Little Bronze Caps 


||  JChiloglottis valida Common Bird Orchid 


Pterostylis melagramma Tall Greenhood 


SSS 

| | 

ee 

es a A ee 
syn. P. sp. aff. plumosa Greenhood 

| mémana  gaimonSun Ordi 

Dcors COTS ont) — | 


Bursaria spinosa SweetBursaia ^ |Pimelea linifolia subsp. linifolia Slender Rice-flower 


Cynoglossum australe Australian Hounds-tongue Poranthera microphylla 
Goodena anaa WaigGmdma — | | 
7 -— NÉ RN NN 
Disa bracteata — smuARGamWeiORNé | 


collection, Moggs Creek 
lookout 


Right: Swamp Mazus 
Mazus pumilio 


Photos: Alison Watson 
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October bird observations—some highlights 


Whilst Geelong has been spared much of the recent 
severe flooding of other areas in Victoria and Australia, 
many local areas are inundated and river levels in low 
flood. The wet and cooler weather with few sunny spring 
days has not hampered the efforts of many of our local 
birders to make and record their observations and there 
are many great sightings submitted to the Club website 
and eBird. 


otarting with local wetlands, an Australasian Bittern at 
Lake Colac was a great record of a rarely observed bird 
as was a Single Brolga at Lake Modewarre—an 
uncommon bird for that site. There have been several 
wonderful breeding records of ducks over recent weeks. 
A pair of Australian Wood Ducks shepherding 17 
ducklings at Anglesea and six adult Hardheads with nine 
ducklings was a great record at Ocean Grove with 
breeding breeding records of this species infrequently 
observed. A Lewin’s Rail cryptically exploring the muddy 
edges at Hospital Swamp was another great record of a 
seldom seen bird. Three Plumed Whistling-Ducks which 
just turned up' at a dam on private property at Barunah 
Park was important as we tend to get a smattering of 
records of this species to the west of Geelong. Most 
pleasingly the breeding colony of Little Egrets at 
Queenscliff is starting to build up with five birds returning 
to the site where Nankeen Night-Herons—judging by the 
fragments of eggshell on the ground under the trees and 
some of the gurgling noises—already have nestlings. 


Many people have enjoyed seeing solitary Common 
Sandpipers at the basalt rock platform at Black Rock and 
also at the Ocean Grove Boat Ramp. Both of these 
locations are well known haunts for the Common 
Sandpiper but much patience and diligent searching is 
needed to see this subtly toned, small brown shorebird 
with contrasting white highlights. With this season's first 
official Latham's Snipe count completed in September, a 
significant record of 89 Latham's Snipe at Begola 
Wetlands clearly puts this site high on the list of nationally 
important wetlands for this highly cryptic and vulnerable 
shorebird. Two Pacific Golden Plovers at Blue Rocks 
have been noted by numerous observers though 
recollections of higher numbers of these birds at the site 
are, unfortunately, an all too recent memory for many. 


oome wonderful raptor sightings have come in this 
month. Two records of White-bellied Sea-Eagle from 
less typical sites—an almost adult bird circling high above 
the scrub at Black Rock and an adult bird, most 
interestingly, over Forest Road then drifting to the west 
over Anglesea heathland. We are indeed privileged to 
have several breeding pairs in our local region. Several 
pairs of the now threatened Little Eagle have been 
enjoyed by observers—a pair comprising a light and dark 
morph utilising the winds of the Fyansford escarpment. 
Another two, a light morph and dark morph, at Serendip 
oanctuary were spectacular with the light morph bird 
indulging in an exaggerated rising and dipping display. 


John Newman and Craig Morley 


Peregrine Falcons at Barwon Heads have been thrilling 
local birders with aerial flights and below eye-level fly-bys 
and another member of this entrancing family of birds 
held an exquisite observer transfixed as a Brown Falcon 
consumed a yabby. Writing of raptors, a record at 
Queenscliff of an Osprey, probably an adult female with a 
faint necklace, is a species rarely recorded in this part of 
the world. T his observation is most noteworthy and 
reminds us to be prepared for the unexpected as the 
distinctive buoyant bow-winged flight, so typical of the 
species, attracted the attention of the observer. 


There is nothing like a very rare bird to draw keen 
birdwatchers from far and wide to a site. The record of an 
Eastern Yellow Wagtail at Coogoorah Park at Anglesea 
several weeks ago was no exception, with the bird being 
recorded for most of one afternoon. The next day it was 
seen for brief moments around 7.10 a.m. and then 
proceeded to elude those who turned up from 7.20 a.m. 
onwards! A Brush Cuckoo entertained many with its 
incessant call and gave good views to some as some 
form of compensation. This is a noteworthy species in our 
area in its own right and Coogoorah Park and the 
adjacent section of Coalmine Road seem to be a good 
place to look and listen in October! A Brush 
Bronzewing seen in recent weeks at Black Rock was an 
important sighting of an uncommon, though infrequently 
observed, species on the Bellarine Peninsula. A flock of 
50 Blue-winged Parrots at Cargerie was a good record 
and Chestnut-rumped Heathwrens continue to reward 
patience and effort in some of their usual habitat at 
Anglesea. Fairy Martins building their nests in a cavity 
under a boulder at Dog Rocks brought a lot of pleasure to 
the excited observers. At least one Pacific Koel is back 
at Highton. A pair of Pied Currawongs with an active 
nest, on loud speakers under the roof of a grandstand in 
the main stadium of Kardinia Park, completely took the 
astonished observer by surprise! A small family of 
White-winged Choughs at Serendip comprising three 
adults with two begging juveniles was a thrill. Another 
much anticipated local return has been the record of 
Sacred Kingfishers at Balyang Sanctuary where they 
bred last year. Hopefully the recent local flooding here will 
be much to their delight. An important breeding record of 
Rufous Bristlebirds, with an adult feeding a young one 
at Split Point Lighthouse at Aireys Inlet, is a species we 
receive few breeding records for. Finally, a single almost 
white bird with minimal black markings in a flock of 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos at Cargerie was most 
noteworthy. 


Once more we sincerely thank all the members and 
friends who observe and then, most importantly, 
document and submit their bird records to the GFNC 
website https://www.gfnc.org.au/observations/bird- 
observations and/or eBird Australia https://ebird.org/ 
australia/home Please login to take full advantage of 
these wonderful resources. 
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GFNC excursion/campout 
Friday 18 to Sunday 20 November 
Clarkesdale Bird Sanctuary, Linton 


Leader: Barry Lingham 


Clarkesdale Bird Sanctuary https://birdlife.org.au/visit-us/reserves/clarkesdale Is a special place that the GFNC have 
visited several times over the years. All who have visited in the past have been very impressed by this reserve that Is 
managed by BirdLife Australia. Located near Linton, south of Ballarat, it is approximately a 90 minute-drive from 
Geelong. 


Clarkesdale has a lovely unpowered camping area with plenty of room on flat sites for camper, caravans or tents. There 
is access to toilets (x2) and a shower (x1) plus dish washing facilities. The nearby lagoon and surrounding bushland 
attract a wide variety of birds—you will be woken by a lovely dawn chorus. Originally part of the goldfields, the 
regenerating bushland also hosts a range of shrubs and herbaceous plants including many orchid species. 


Emily Noble is the current manager of Clarkesdale and she has kindly offered to show us some of the sights and places 
of this extensive reserve. She has been a good friend of the GFNC and many members will remember her 
presentations to the club or assistance at excursions. 


This excursion offers the option of camping for one or two nights or you can attend for a day trip on Saturday. Note: 
We need to confirm attendance prior to the excursion to allow bookings to be made. If you intend to camp or 
attend as a day-tripper, we ask that you contact Barry by Friday 4 November, lingham@tpg.com.au or 0417 115 
109. Once we confirm sufficient attendees for the campout to be viable, bookings can be made directly to Emily Noble 
https://birdlife.org.au/visit-us/reserves/clarkesdale 
Meet: Friday 18 after midday at Clarkesdale to set up camp and complete a late afternoon bird walk from 3.00 p.m. 
Saturday 19 morning 7.30 a.m. for a bird walk. 
Back to camp for morning tea and meet up with club members arriving for the day. 
10.00 a.m. walk around the main Clarkesdale reserve circuit (2.5 hours) bird watching and general nature 
observation. 
oaturday afternoon visit nearby bushland to view plants, birds and other things of interest. 
sunday 20 morning 7.30 a.m. bird walk (2 hours). 
10.30 a.m. morning tea and bird call, and then another walk nearby the camp if people are interested. 
Depart after lunch. 
Bring: Self-sufficient camping gear (tent/caravan/campervan, cooking equipment, bedding etc). 
Please note camping fee is $15/night per adult (18+) and $5/night per person aged under 18 which can be 
paid in cash or via EFI. 
BYO all meals, morning tea, lunch, drinks, snacks. Wet weather gear, hat, binoculars, sunscreen, insect 
repellent, camera, field guides will all be useful. 
Getting there: Follow the Rokewood-Skipton Road and at about 20 km past Rokewood, turn north at the Linton- 
Naringhil Rd. Travel about 9 km and turn right into Happy Valley Road. After 4.5 km turn left onto the Linton- 
Pigoreet Road. Clarkesdale reserve is on the left after 1.8 km. 


Note that this route follows the better sealed roads and is the best for caravans. It is not the shortest possible 
route—beware of satnavs guiding you via steep, narrow winding roads. 


Challenge Bird Count 2022 
Sunday 4 December 
Brisbane Ranges/You Yangs 
Leader: Craig Morley 


After a COVID enforced hiatus, we are organising, in association with BirdLife Australia, the Challenge Bird Count 
(CBC) for 2022. In the years prior to COVID it was becoming increasingly difficult to have enough people participating 
across two teams, even with separate weekends. So, after discussion with Barry Lingham, it has been decided to run 
the CBC alternating, year about, between our two regular routes (1. Brisbane Ranges/You Yangs and 2. Bellarine 
Peninsula). We hope this will enable more people to participate for one whole or part day. 


This bird-filled day is a great way to learn more about our local birds and their haunts and habits. 


We will be visiting a number of key sites to search for birds along the GFNC CBC route starting in the Brisbane Ranges 
through to the You Yangs, finishing at Corio Bay. We will be entering lists to eBird Australia along the way. 


Meet: Sunday 4 December at Steiglitz Courthouse at 6.00 a.m. 


Contact: If you would like to take part for all or part of the day, please contact Craig by Wednesday 30 November 
craigmorley5(obigpond.com 
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Plant Group excursion 
Monday 7 November 2022 
Teesdale Timber Reserve—revisit 
Leaders: Barry and Bernie Lingham 


Following on from an interesting and successful preliminary survey of sections of the Teesdale Timber Reserve, we will 
revisit the site to survey unexplored areas of the eastern section. We will also revisit the grassland zone to survey a 
range of plants that were not in flower on our previous visit, including Sun Orchids Thelymitra sp. and several grass 
Species. 


Meet: 9.15 a.m. at the car park in Teesdale, opposite the general store/café on the Bannockburn-Shelford Rd, for 
departure at 9.30 a.m. We will travel in convoy to visit the woodland site that is located off the Shelford- 
Meredith Rd. Please note we will need to walk 1.5 km along a disused track/road if conditions are wet and/or 
boggy. If the access road is dry, we will drive into the site. 


Bring: Lunch, drinks, snacks best carried in a backpack or similar. Solid footwear is a must and wet weather gear, hat, 
binoculars, sunscreen, camera, field guides, notebook and pen may be helpful. 


Finish: Finish time is flexible. We will lunch at the site if possible, or return to the Turtle Bend picnic area, which 
includes tables and toilet facilities, in Teesdale 


Important Notes: 


1. Always check the GFNC Website or Facebook page close to the excursion date for more information about any last- 
minute changes due to weather conditions or other factors. 


2. We would prefer that you register your intention to attend. Please email or text Bernie Lingham 0447 612 152, 
bernlingham@tpg.com.au 


Plant Group meeting 
Tuesday 8 November 2022 
7.30 p.m. via Zoom 


We will review and identify plants seen during the excursion to the Teesdale Timber Reserve the previous day. Some 
specimens will be examined in detail and photographs of species will be identified. 


Bird Group excursion 
Thursday 24 November 2022 
Freshwater Creek 
Leader: Lynne Cannard 


We will walk through the Freshwater Creek Riding Club grounds along Duneed Creek, then continue along the riding 
club’s cross-country course. This runs on private property along the creek for approximately 850 m. Andy Smith, the 
property owner, has done extensive regeneration work over the last 20 years and there are also remnant Red and 
Manna gums. 


Morning tea/lunch will be at Lynne Cannard's property, 620 Dickins Rd, Freshwater Creek. This 25-acre property is a 
mix of mature gum/understorey shelter belts around a large country garden, plus mature Cypress plantations, and more 
recent paddock native shelter belts that are 15—20 years old. It is possible to walk the property internally via a lane 
without going into paddocks with livestock. We will then walk/drive up Bogans Lane to Duneed Creek, with more 
remnant gums if time permits. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at the Freshwater Creek Hall, 445 Dickins Rd, Freshwater Creek. There is ample parking and public 
toilets. 


Bring: lunch, tea/coffee, snacks. Appropriate footwear for walking in grass and on gravel roads, wet and dry weather 
clothing is essential. Hat, binoculars, sunscreen, insect repellent, scopes, camera and field notes. 


Contact: Lynne Cannard 0439 345 260 
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Coming events 


NOVEMBER 2022 DECEMBER 2022 
1 General Meeting: Marilyn Hewish—Deep Time in the 4 Challenge Bird Count: Brisbane Ranges/You Yangs 


Flinders Ranges SA | T 6 General Meeting: Members Night and Christmas supper 
T Plant Group Excursion: Teesdale Timber Reserve revisit 8-11 Fauna survey: Yaugher 


8(Z) Plant Group: Meeting 

10-13 Fauna survey: Bambra 

17(Z) Bird Group: Mike Clarke—Recovery of bird communities 
at Wilsons Promontory after bushfires and floods 

18-20 Campout: Clarkesdale (19 Nov to join for day trip) 

21 Meeting: Committee 

24 Bird Group Excursion: Freshwater Creek 

20 Meeting: GFN Environment Fund committee 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2022-2023 


President 
Vice-President 
Immediate past President 


Graham Possingham 
Bernie Lingham 
Rod Lowther 


g.possingham@gmail.com 
bernlingham@tpg.com.au 


Secretary Graham Possingham g.possingham@gmail.com 
Treasurer Chris White chriswhite5212@gmail.com 
Minutes Secretary Naomi Wells naomicwells@gmail.com 
Committee Members Trevor Hodson doctiny@bigpond.com 
Craig Morley craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 


Tracey Hinton 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 
Membership Officer 


tracey.hinton@gmail.com 


Deborah Evans 
Chris White 
Bernie Lingham 


deb.evans6@bigpond.com 
chriswhite5212@gmail.com 
bernlingham@tpg.com.au 


Conservation Subcommittee Chair 


Publications and Communication 


Subcommittee Chair 
Geelong Naturalist Editors Bernie Lingham 


Jane Morrow 


bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
morrowjanes@gmail.com 


Librarian 
Web-master 


Alison Watson 


Lorraine Phelan 
Graham Possingham 


alisonw5//@gmail.com 


lohelan@bigpond.com 
info@gfnc.org.au 


Geelong Bird Report Editor 
General Meeting Minutes 


Craig Morley craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 


info@gfnc.org.au 
Program Coordinator 


Barry Lingham program@gfnc.org.au 


Bird Group Craig Morley craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 
Fauna Group Trevor Pescott ppescott@gmail.com 
Plant Group Barry Lingham lingham@tpg.com.au 


Club Convenors: 


General Meetings Chrissy Freestone chrissy.freestone@linet.net.au 


General excursions Vacant 
Bird Group excursions Lynne Clarke alynneclarke@gmail.com 
Child Safety Officer Naomi Wells naomicwells@gmail.com 
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